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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 051751 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PARM, PDIP, WMO, SZ, VN, VS 

SUBJECT: PRG ISSUE AT LAW OF WAR AND WMO CONFERENCES: 
MEXICO 

REF: A) MEXICO 1197; B) STATE 41918; C) MEXICO 1724 

1. EMBASSY'S APPROACH TO MFA REPORTED REFTEL C MUCH 
APPRECIATED. WE HOPE PALACIOS' NON-COMMITTAL RESPONSE 
DOES NOT PRESAGE ANOTHER GOM ABSTENTION AS AT LOW 
CONFERENCE. 
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2. GIVEN MEXICAN OPPOSITION TO PRG PARTICIPATION AT LOW 
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CONFERENCE LAST YEAR AND INITIAL INDICATIONS THAT THERE 
WOULD BE NO RPT NO CHANGE, DEPT WAS SURPRISED AND 
DISAPPOINTED BY DOWN-THE-LINE ABSTENTIONS BY GOM ON 
CHOICE BETWEEN RULE 32 AND RULE 35, AND ON BOTH CHALLENGES 
TO THE CHAIR. 

3. UNLESS YOU PERCEIVE OBJECTION, EMBASSY SHOULD SEEK 
APPROPRIATE OCCASION TO FOLLOW UP WITH GOM, CONVEY OUR 
DISAPPOINTMENT CONCERNING LOW VOTE IN LOW-KEY FASHION TO 
APPROPRIATE LEVEL OF MFA, SOLICIT REASONS FOR CHANGE IN 
MEXICO'S POSITION AND EXPRESS STRONG HOPE GOM WILL CAST 
BALLOT AGAINST PRG OBSERVER STATUS AT WMO. 

4. DEPT APPRECIATES CONSIDERATIONS SET FORTH IN REFTEL A, 

BUT PREVENTING PRG ENHANCEMENT OF ITS STATUS IN INTER- 
NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS IS AN ISSUE OF HIGH IMPORTANCE TO 
USG AND UE BELIEVE IT BOTH USEFUL AND NECESSARY TO KNOW 
WHETHER GOM IS IN PROCESS OF ALTERING ITS POSITION IN 
THIS RESPECT. 

INGERSOLL 
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